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castles makede 7 againes him heolden 7 fyldcn |u- land fnl of
castles. Hi suencten suycSe ]>e uurecee men of j^e land mid
castelwcorccs. pa ]?e castles nnaren maked, ]^a fyldcn hi
mid deoules 7 yuele men. ]>a namen hi ]ia men ]*c hi wendcn
j> ani god hefden, bathe be nihtes 7 be d;eies, rarlmen 7 wimmon
7 diden hcom in prisun efter gold 7 syluer 7 pined hcom
untellendlice pining. . . . And f lastede }KI xix wintre, wile
Stephne wses king 7 aeiire it was unerse 7 uuerse. Hi Leiden
gseildes on the tunes amreum wile1 7 clc])eden it tenserie. pa
Ipe uurccce men nc hadden. nan more to gynen, ]r<i neuodan
hi7brcndon alle the tunes . . . ne forbaren hi nouther einv ne
cyrcciaerd; oc namm al f>c god j3 J^arinne was 7 brendcn sythen
fe cyrcc 7 altegrcdcre.

[When the traitors perceived that he was a mild man, and
soft and good, and did no justice, then did they all marvel . . .
they were all forsworn and forsook their troth ; for every rirh
man made his castles and held them against him, and they
filled the land full of castles. They grievously oppressed the
wretched men of the land with castle-works. When the
castles were built, they filled them with devils and evil mem.
Then took they those men that they thought had any goods,
by night and by day, peasant-men and women, and put them
in prison for the sake of their gold and silver and tormented
them with unspeakable torments. . . . And that lasted the
nineteen winters while Stephen was king, and ever it was worse
and worse. They laid gelds on the townships continually,
and called it tenserie. When the wretched men had no more to
give, they robbed and burned all the townships . . . nor did
they spare church or churchyard, but took all the goods that
were therein, and then burned the church and a,ll/|

A.D. 1140. HEN. HUNT, p. 267. Quinto anno post Natale
fugavit rex Stcphanus Nigellum cpiscopum Klyenscrn. . . . Ubi
autcm ad Natale vcl ad Pascha fuerit clicere non attinet. Jam
quippe curiae solcmnes ct ornatus re.gii sclicmalis ab antiqiia
seric desccndens prorsus ovanuerant. Tngens thesauri eopia
jam deperierat, pax in rcgno nulla, caedibus, incendiis, rapinis
omnia exterminabantur.

WILL. NEWB-, Hist. Angl. i. c. xxii. Et primo quidem vide-
batur regnum Angliae scissum essc in duo ; quibusdam regi, qui-
busdam imperatrici favcntibus. Non qxiocl vel rex vel impera-
trix suae parti potenter imperarct, scd quod suorum bellieis
quisque studiis pro tcmpore niteretur. Neuter enim in suos